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October 5, 1900 2436 

On the morning of August 6 the Bratton began patrolling the bay off 
Tampa to prevent the escape of refugees by water unless satisfactory 
passes were presented. This work was kept up until August 13, and 
during that time 51 vessels were overhauled and inspected, and 19 were 
turned back on account of not holding satisfactory passes signed by the 
State health officer. Although considerably handicapped by her small 
coal capacity, and lack of search light for night work, the Bratton has 
done efficient work and has proved herself an able se^ boat and well 
adapted for patrol work. 

Much inconvenience has been experienced during the season on 
account of great difficulty in securing satisfactory crews. The men 
have as a rule proved themselves not amenable to even ordinary disci- 
pline and left the vessel over the slightest reprimand, and the frequent 
changing of crews necessitated thereby has prevented, to a large extent, 
the observation of the uniform regulations. In this connection I would 
respectfully recommend that, if possible, some arrangement should be 
made whereby the crew of the vessel could be enlisted and some suit- 
able punishment be provided in cases of desertion. 

1 would also respectfully recommend that uniforms be furnished the 
crew, excepting the pilot and engineer, as is done in the Eevenue Cut- 
ter Service. In this way it would be possible to maintain proper disci- 
pline and obtain greater efficiency in the crew, and having well-trained 
men would greatly curtail waste and more than save cost of uniforms 
during the season. 

Much difficulty has been experienced in obtaining satisfactory subsist- 
ence supplies, fuel, etc. , on account of lack of competition and resulting 
high prices. 

The Bratton is now tied up in the Hillsboro Eiver, at Tampa, near 
Sweat's steam ways, and her upper works have been covered with can- 
vas to protect her from sun and rain. 

Explicit written orders have been given her pilot and engineer as to 
her proper care and preservation while she is out of commission, and 
copies of these orders have been sent the Bureau. 

EespectfuUy, G. M. Cobput, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. , In Command. 

Vessels from Mexican, Cuban, and Cetitral American ports inspected at 

Reedy Island Quarantine. 

Eeedt Island Quarantine, 
via Fort Penn, Del., September SO, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the following vessels from Mexi- 
can, Cuban, and Central American ports were inspected at this quar- 
antine during the week ended September 22, 1900: September 16, 1900, 
steamship Grayfield, from Santiago de Cuba, with iron ore ; no passen- 
gers. Bill of health signed by Assistant Surgeon Von Ezdorf. 

September 17, 1900, steamship Newcastle, from Tampico, in ballast ; 
no passengers ; bill of health signed by consul. 

EespectfuUy, T. F. Eichardson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

Smallpox in Colorado. 

Denver, Colo., September 24, 1900. 
Sir : Since my report to you of September 18 the following cases of 
smallpox have been reported to this office for the week ended September 



